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Executive Dee Jay Mailer to Serve as Interim President and CEO 
of Bishop Museum 

 
Former Kamehameha Schools CEO Will Provide Experienced and Compassionate Leadership 

 
 
Honolulu, Hawaiʻi — Seasoned executive Dee Jay Mailer has been appointed to a one-year term as Interim 
President and CEO of Bishop Museum. Mailer’s first day on campus will be Feb. 2, 2023. 
 
Mailer served as CEO of Kamehameha Schools Bishop Estate from 2004-2014, overseeing the educational 
trust’s transition to a CEO-based management system. She served on the Board of Bishop Museum from 2012-
2016, and currently sits on the Boards of the Harold K.L. Castle Foundation and Sutter Health Kahi Mohala. 
 
Mailer has also served as chief operating officer of the Geneva, Switzerland-based Global Fund to Fight AIDS 
Tuberculosis and Malaria, where she helped raise $4 billion from 35 countries, major foundations, and private 
donors. She has also served as chief operations officer at health insurer Health Net in California and as president 
of Kaiser Permanente in Honolulu. 
 
Mailer graduated from Kamehameha Schools and holds a Bachelor of Applied Science degree in Nursing and a 
Master’s in Business Administration from the University of Hawaiʻi. 
 
“Dee Jay brings deep experience in all aspects of leadership at a time of transition for our organization and we 
are looking forward to having her sure hand at the helm of Bishop Museum,” said Wayne Pitluck, chairman of 
the Museum Board. 
 
In addition to broad oversight of the Museum’s operations and strategic direction, Mailer has been asked to 
focus on strengthening the Museum’s HR processes and will also assist with the search for a permanent CEO. 
 
“I am excited to be joining the Bishop Museum ‘ohana and to work with its very capable staff to strengthen the 
foundation for excellence that has existed there for many decades,” said Mailer. “I am very much looking 
forward to meeting with the employees, donors, lawmakers, and community members who have demonstrated 
so much aloha and support for the cultural treasure provided to us by Charles Reed Bishop in honor of his wife, 
Ke Aliʻi Pauahi.” 
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For more information, please visit BishopMuseum.org and follow @BishopMuseum. 
 
 

### 
 
 
About Bernice Pauahi Bishop Museum: 
 
Bernice Pauahi Bishop Museum’s mission is to inspire our community and visitors through the exploration, 
celebration and perpetuation of the extraordinary history, culture, and environment of Hawaiʻi and the Pacific. 
The Museum was founded in 1889 by Charles Reed Bishop in memory of his wife Bernice Pauahi Bishop, a 
royal descendant of King Kamehameha I. Today, the Museum thrives as an educational center for the 
community and is widely regarded as the world’s premier institution for Hawaiian and Pacific content. 
 
Bishop Museum’s vast collections of more than 25 million objects and specimens represent nine disciplines and 
include more than 22 million biological specimens, over two million cultural objects, 115,000 historical 
publications, and one million photographs, films, works of art, audio recordings, and manuscripts. These 
collections tell the stories of the cultures and biodiversity of Hawaiʻi and the Pacific as well as the proud legacy 
of scholarly research spanning 130 years. 
 
Bishop Museum proudly serves more than 200,000 visitors each year, including 20,000 children on school visits. 
 
To learn more about the Museum’s research, collections, exhibits, and programs, visit BishopMuseum.org, 
follow @BishopMuseum on Twitter and Instagram, become a fan of Bishop Museum on Facebook, visit Bishop 
Museum’s YouTube channel, or call (808) 847-3511. Bishop Museum is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 
 
Bishop Museum is proud to be an Equal Employment Opportunity and Affirmative Action Employer, and 
welcomes applicants from the military, veterans, and those with disabilities. Learn about careers at Bishop 
Museum at BishopMuseum.org/Careers and on its LinkedIn page. 
 
Bishop Museum Press is Hawai‘i’s oldest book publisher and one of the first scholarly publishers in the Western 
Hemisphere, and has published over 1200 titles and distributed over 1,000,000 books in 72 countries worldwide. 
 

Past news releases can be viewed and downloaded at BishopMuseum.org/NewsRoom. 
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